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Abstract: Measuring and subsequently analyzing the situation in a sector is one of the best
methods to obtain a real and effective analysis of it, even more so when it comes to an
extremely important area, such as agriculture. Therefore, this research aims to analyze the
structure and the dynamics of the main economic indicators that are specific to Romanian
agriculture in order to be able to determine the current image of this field of activity,
indicating its strengths and weaknesses.
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INTRODUCTION

Agriculture represents one of the most important and indispensable branches of a
national economy. Moreover, whether at the national or local level, agriculture has a
strong impact on the well-being of the population. At the same time, taken in international
or even global contexts, it can represent a strong point for the nations with a well-
developed agricultural segment, which equally helps the well-being of the entire planet.
Precisely for that reason, the analysis of this branch requires diligence and at the same
time a high necessity; more so because researching the economic situation through the lens
of agriculture is an important and efficient process. Knowing the actual situation in a
branch of the economy allows the creation of an overall image of it, with the final goal of
highlighting certain deficiencies and at the same time being able to combat them, more
precisely to be able to prevent or correct them.

Thus, the current research seeks to create an overview image of the Romanian
agriculture, through an economic perspective and through the lens of the most important
economic indicators that this segment holds. The accumulation and analysis of official
statistical data, opens new perspectives and offers the possibility of creating new opinions
in the matter, that is why the present research brings a new perspective to the analyzed
area.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

In this sense, the materials used in this paper come from official European and
national sources; the main data used for this research are statistical ones and those that
indicate the real values of the Romanian agricultural economy. Therefore, in terms of the
methodology used for researching in this paper, it can be noted that the approach is
focused on case study and analytical research, a form of research best known for:
reasoning focused on solving problems; approach to critical thinking, interpretation and
synthesis; objectivity; predictive analysis; with focus on accuracy and on the details, and
finally on conclusions based on data. Hence, in terms of critical thinking point of views,
this paper focuses on data analysis relevant to the topic that is being researched and that in
order to be able to form the best judgments over the real situation of the economic field of
the Romanian agriculture.

RESEARCH RESULTS
In Romania, agriculture plays a determined role in the national economy.
Moreover, for the year 2021, agriculture together with forestry and fishing had a ,,4.4%
contribution to the formation of the Gross Domestic Product and a 0.5% contribution to its

264



FACULTATEA DE MANAGEMENT AGRICOL

growth” [12]. Thus, if this sector plays an important role in the country's economy, the
component of agricultural income must also be analyzed. Therefore, in a statistical sheet
produced by the European Commission, a series of values were determined which in the
end provided a perspective on agricultural incomes from 2018-2020 (Table 1).

Table 1.
Real prices-agriculture income
2020 2020
Real prices 2018 2019 (estimate) 2019/2018 (estimate)/2019
EURO (MILLION) CHANGE (%)
Production of the
agricultural "industry" 15,383 15,013 13,223 -2.4 -11.9
(OUTPUT)
Subtract the m_termedlate 8,478 8,057 7,006 5.0 131
consumption (-)
Equals=Gross value added
to the hasic prices 6,905 6,956 6,218 0.7 -10.6
Subtract the(fe)lctor income 6,539 6,291 5,148 38 18.2
Equals=Agriculture 138,4 140 1207 12 138
income

Source: Own processing with data provided by the European Commission [5]

Hence, in accordance with these data, a decrease in this sector's income can be
found over time, which can imply various deficiencies or problems. At the same time,
according to the 2015=100 index, for the year 2023, in Romania the economic accounts
situation for agriculture was (estimated) around ,,125.21” [7]. Therefore, regarding this
information, through a study carried out in the Romanian statistics magazine, it was noted
that in 2016 there were a ,total of 3422 agricultural holdings in Romania with a unit
measure of thousands” [2]. In a later study for 2020, a decrease in these data was
highlighted, the results showed ,, approximately 2.87 million of agricultural holdings, of
which 99.1% did not have legal personality” [15]. However, in a comparative manner,
compared to other member states of the European Union, for the year 2020, Romania is
positioned categorically in an advantage, having the highest figure for agricultural
holdings, compared to ,,Poland which had approximately 1.30 million or Italy which had
1.33” [13]. A fact which implies that although there has been a downward trend since
2016, Romania’'s position remains among the top European states. In this sense and
equally, one of the most important economic indicators of agriculture is given by its labor
force. So that, by referring to the measurement unit of 1,000 annual work units, Romania
ranks 2" in Europe for the year 2023, with an ,,estimated number of 1,047 [6].

Furthermore, in regards to the most important agricultural indicators for Romanian
farmers, 3 major indices can be listed, respectively: the price per hectare (Figure 1); the
subsidy per hectare, and the lease that farmers offer to the people who entrust them with
the land to be worked.
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Figure 1. Land prices per hectare in Romania (euro per hectare)
Source: Eurostat [7-10]

In this sense, for the year 2022, the prices per hectare in Romania were not very
high, reaching more significant levels only in the region where the country's capital is
located, more precisely where the most important urban center is located. Consequently, in
the case of support provided to farmers through subsidies from the Agency for Payments
and Interventions for Agriculture, for 2024 it is expected a total amount of ,,97,85 euro/ha
for basic support and a total of 51,42 euro/ha for complementary redistributive support”
[4]. This type of support helps farmers a lot, playing a decisive role in the overall economic
situation of Romanian agriculture, even filling certain deficiencies left by various factors
such as climate, environment, market. Along with subsidies, the main economic factor with
which farmers interact is also the rent they offer annually for one hectare of land, thus,
according to ,,data for 2021, in Romania this amount was around 200 euros / hectare” [14].

CONCLUSIONS

Agriculture in Romania is extremely important, precisely because in this country it
represents what could be called, economic normality, as for example ,,in 2010, out of the
23.8 million hectares that make up the territory of Romania, the agricultural area used in
agricultural holdings was about 13,3 million ha (55.9%), of which about 8.3 million ha is
arable land” [11]. Hence, even if according to statistical data, the situation is not favorable
for development in accordance with the current pace, it can develop positively through the
prism of the technology available to the current generation. More so because accelerating
the development of this sector ,,will be possible through the contribution that technology
could bring to this industry, digitalization and new modern ways of selling products” [3].
In conclusion, in order to achieve the objectives of a sustainable agricultural economy, the
agriculture ,,must be accepted and supported by the civil society in the rural environment
and confer confidence at the rural level, through diversifying the measures taken" [1].
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