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Abstract. Ecumenical tourist programs represent a basic point for the opening a human
collectivity, this leading to destinations for pilgrimage, and at the same time a profitable
point for wooden churches, which in the analyzed area also needs to be promoted and
restored. The motivation of practicing ecumenical tourism includes aesthetic pleasure
and the need for knowledge, along with the desire of a divine experience in areas that
have anthropogenic resources. In Faget area from Timis County, ecumenical tourism at
wooden churches takes three forms, the individual journey, families or groups as cultural
tourists, the purpose of the trip being: spending leisure time in miraculous places with a
high emotional load, meditate through pilgrimage and the need for self-knowledge of
vernacular architecture.
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INTRODUCTION

Tourism programs with a religious nature, as old they are, are more profitable, and
they continue to cause exodus of large human collectives to consecrated pilgrimage
destinations or special religious anthropic resources. Ecumenical, religious or faith tourism
is the form of tourism where believers travel:

- individually on consecrated roads;

- groups of pilgrims organized by confessional organizations;

- missionaries;

- tourists for spending their spare time in a pleasant way;

- tourists eager to meditate.

Ecumenical tourism can embody other forms, besides the forms of pilgrimage: the
journey of young people, students from religious faculties motivated by the religious
devotion, missionaries, conferences on religious themes, religious cruise, religious camp,
active adventure tourism with religious themes, visiting attractions or monasteries with or
without accommodation and meals.

Christianity has entered the Timis County area since early times, the objects found
have the Paleocratic signs, the factors that led to the spread of religion in its incipient
forms in Banat being missionaries, merchants and soldier [1, 2, 6, 8, 11, 14].

The adoption of Christianity at the Romanians was not only the result of the
merging into the popular conscience of the universal Christian faith with that of the Daco-
Roman one, but also resulted in the formation of a Romanian interpretation of religion, the
ritual constructions having specific features of the area according to the existing building
material, wood, brick. Both in Timis County and in the rest of the country, the church and
its servants confused themselves with the Romanian people, religious manifestations in all
their forms were influenced by the political situation, by the foreign rulers that temporarily
passed on these places. [4,7,12,13,16] Ecumenical pilgrimage tourism is manifested as in
other areas in the following forms: traditional pilgrimage on the occasion of some
community celebrations, regional cultural events and the patronage of the church,
missionary journey having the purpose of religious knowledge, conferences, the
humanitarian journey of helping the vulnerable communities, confessional journey for
meditation, self-knowledge, religious camps.
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As a hospitable industrial structure from all forms of ecumenical tourism, the
traditional pilgrimage is the most practiced, with specially arranged places for the pilgrims
accommodation and food; it is seen as a trip to ecumenical places or conferences, missions
and meetings with missionary religious character. According to the views of the church,
regardless of the rite, this ecumenical category of religious/Christian tourism that is
pilgrimage, does not only concern the influence of the psyche by installing a spiritual
peace, spiritual fulfillment, but it is also considered to be a way of achieving this
state[3,5,9,10,15].

MATERIAL AND METHOD

In order to promote and capitalize the ecumenical resources by introducing into
cultural tourism programs and projects, we have carried out studies in the Faget area from
Timis County, in order to identify wooden churches with the purpose of implementing an
ecumenical tourist route for cultural tourists, young people and students, eager to know
religious architecture, but also for individual or groups organized by parishes for
pilgrimage tourists, because the well-promoted and organized ecumenical tourism from
this area can be circumscribed to the following ecumenical activities: a trip to an
ecumenical destination, a religious gathering, event, conference, pleasure trip, group trip,
adventure, just visiting the wooden churches for admiring the vernacular architecture of the
area and self-knowledge of the wood civilization or clay by including it in larger tourist
trails.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

Faget area, from Timis County, a part of Banat on the territory of Romania, is
delimited by the Lipovei Hills, the Padureni area, the foothills of the Poiana Rusca
Mountains and the Lugoj area, the area comprising various forms of relief from meadows
and plains to depressions and mountains. As ecumenical resource, the area studied includes
monasteries, parochial churches, and many wooden churches that are not introduced into
the tourist circuit to their true architectural value. The most famous wooden churches from
the Faget area, which are in good conservation status and can be entered in a tourist circuit
alongside other cultural objectives are: Poieni, Cosevita, Luncani, Homojdia, Curtea,
Romanesti, Zolt, Crivina. A wooden church from a rural village from the studied area has a
great spiritual and educational significance for Christians because it represents:

- a sacred space where they were baptized, their ancestors;

- is the place where the family was created by marriage;

- is the official place of the ceremony for dead peoples;

- represents the civilization of woodworking, the vernacular architecture;

- the art of communication with the divinity;

- the development place of the most important events from the community life.

At the construction of wooden churches from the analyzed area were used:

- for foundations large stones;

- for supporting pieces cut from oak wood;

- for walls, horizontal pieces made of dovetail-shaped beams, the blockblau model
or later the fackwert model, consisting in mounting vertical pillars on the length of the
walls at certain distances to increase the inside space of the church;

- for the roof and the s bell tower furrow.

The basics at the churches studied: Batesti, Margina, Curtea and Romanesti are:

- the ship is rectangular;

- the altar is rectangular;
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- the apse is polygonal, with its southern and northern sides extending into the
eastern extremities of the northern and southern perimeter walls of the nave, except for the
wooden church from Curtea with the apse of the altar shrouded;

- the bell tower above the pronaos is supported by a special system;

- churches have two entrances, the west for women and the south for men;

- the tent is reserved for women and the nave of the men;

The introduction of wooden churches from Faget area through promotion in
cultural tourism programs will certainly contribute to:

- escape and exit of tourists from the rhythm of monotonous days:

- the pleasure of knowing the beauties of the vernacular architecture, the
civilization of wood and clay from Faget area;

- physical rest, entertainment and relaxation;

- meditation at the places of worship;

- knowledge of the self.

For a two-day ecumenical tourist program with accommodation in Faget, we
propose the route to include the wooden churches from the localities:

1. Batesti. The village of Batesti, 2 km from Faget, is documentary attested as a
property of Stefan Bethlen in 1617, the church built in the 15th century, being brought to
the locality on wooden shutters from Veta, being towed by 6 pairs of oxen. As architecture,
the rectangular worship place is as follows:

- the church dedicated to Pious Paraschiva;

- the roof is from shingle,

- the interior is painted on wood;

- the doors are made of a single wooden board;

- the nave has the semicircular ceiling of the plank;

- the apse is polygonal on three-sided;

- the church is supported by 4 sculpted pillars;

- the walls of wooden has on the southern and eastern wall small votive crosses for
the heroes fallen in wars. On the west wall there are solar motifs and wolf's tooth;

‘

Figre 1. The wooden hrch in Batesti' -

2. Margina, a locality attested in 1365, is situated on the bank of Beghei, 7 km far
from Faget, it has a wooden church built in 1737 which from an architectural point of view
presents itself as follows:

- the church is dedicated to the Pious Paraschiva;

- the church is rectangular;

- the church had a bell tower;

- the roof is made of shingles;

- the altar is beautifully decorated;
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- the interior is painted;
- the walls of wood carved, plastered on the outside with clay, on the southern wall
having a wooden cross;

Figure 2. Wood Church fro‘rgina

3. The wooden church from Curtea, a locality documentary attested in 1506, is
found at 12 km away from Faget, with the following characteristics:

- is dedicated to the Pious Paraschiva;

- considered to be the largest wooden church from Timis County, the altar radius
of 5.100 meters, the width of 7,200 meters, the length of 18,600 meters, the tower height of
9,500 meters

- the foundation of stone;
- the walls of oak built in the system of the puppets, planked with wood inside and
plastered on the outside;
- the floor from planks;
- the pronaos is prismatic;
- the tower covered with shingle ends with a bulb.

~————

Figure 3. The wooden church from Curtea Iocaity

4. The wooden church from Romanesti, a locality documentary attested in 1464, is
located in the immediate vicinity of the Miron Spring or Balta Calda. The church is
situated in the village cemetery and has the following characteristics:

- the church is dedicated to the Saint John the Baptist;

- the walls are made of oak beams;

- the exterior walls are plaster with clay;

- the tower is covered with a shingle and has a bulb;
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- the bell tower is planked on 3 sided with wood;

- the place has two entrances;

- the interior is covered with chalk over the old painting;
- the nave is rectangular;

- the narthex is for women;

- the altar is rectangular;

e

Figuré . Wooen Church from

manesti

In addition to the ecumenical visitation activities of these wooden churches in Faget
area, we propose to diversify tourist activity also other forms of niche tourism, agrotourism
at the farm, agrotourism, rural cultural tourism, speotourism:

- hiking and visits to the Romanesti cave and participation at the concerts from the
cave;

- breakfast at Margina at agrotourist farms;

- visit to Romanesti trout;

- riding with a wagon or sleigh drawn by horses;

- participation in community celebrations;

- visit to Balta Calda from the Romanesti Monastery;

- participation at the Liman Valley Folklore Festival,

- visit to the Faget museum and fortress.

CONCLUSIONS

The wooden churches from Faget area represent an invaluable asset and mark the
inherited existence of our ancestors in terms of vernacular architecture and continuity in
this area. The majesty of some, the wooden church from Curtea, or the ones from Batesti,
Margina and Romanesti appears from the authenticity of the religious experience which
has been their foundation being important centers of culture and spirituality. By promoting
them and introducing them into the cultural tourist routes, the technical ingenuity and the
sharpness of the Romanian peasant, the stability, the bracing systems, the harmony of the
proportions between the pronaos and the naos, the joining of the walls, without using the
iron hinges, make wood churches distinct through architectural elegance and finesse,
highlighting a true civilization of wood in these lands between the 15th-17th centuries.
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