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Abstract: Educational rural farm tourism aims to make public the life and activity of
farmers and to create a picture of the agro-technological sector for urban consumers, but
also for young people from rural areas, for whom agriculture, country life, traditions and
customs must be reinvented for the purpose of sustainable rural development of the rural
area. All farm activities specific to educational rural tourism must be integrated into a
public regional educational strategy, which to have as purpose the education of pupils,
young people and old people and how these goals can be achieved. Educational rural
tourism has a wide variety of agro-technological activities at the farm, ranging from actual
classes or short-term workshops to full-time practical courses in school farms for high
school students or students trained in plant or animal resources. The educational activities
that can be organized on the farm are the courses of preparing food, preparing remedies
from medicinal herbs, preparing fruit drinks, familiarizing with agricultural and livestock
machinery, feeding animals, traditional milk preparation, tasting of products obtained on
the farm.
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INTRODUCTION

The research carried out on the role of tourism highlights the fact that it has a
considerable impact on the societies economies and cultures of the various reference
countries, its action being manifested on multiple levels, stimulating the economy,
improving social structures, capitalizing the resources, improving living conditions
[2,7,10], exercising positive influences, but sometimes it also has unfavorable
consequences, producing more harmful social and cultural effects, compared to other types
of economic development. Nevertheless, in correlation with the national economy as a
whole, tourism acts as a dynamic element of the global economic system, through its
development gaining a significant increase in production, by participating through the
creation of GDP, having an important role in increasing the added value.

Tourism production has a stimulating effect, stimulating production, in other
branches of the economy, being a means of diversifying the structure of the economy by
creating its own activities: recreation, special transport, agencies, artisan productions or the
development to new dimensions of some of the existing ones, agriculture, food industry,
transport, cultural services [3,5,6,8].

Tourism development exerts a positive influence on the use of labor force, being a
complex activity that causes mutations in territorial development, being a lever to reduce
interregional imbalances. Tourism encourages the local use of different resources for
sustainable purposes through its ecological vocation. On social plan, tourism is a means of
educating, raising the level of training, culture and civilization, with a special role in the
use of leisure time.

Rural tourism is practiced by the middle and upper class peoples, students, young
people who are eager on learning and education, being the form of tourism that goes far
beyond everyday routine, it is different from agrotourism, being identified and associated
with farm tourism, agro-tourism, tourism in village, country tourism and opposed to urban
tourism [1, 3, 9].
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MATERIAL AND METHOD
Because educational rural tourism has a variety of types of activities carried out in
the country, village, vegetal or animal farm, horticultural farm, in the local community, in
this scientific approach we have made some suggestions of educational and recreational-
entertaining activities in order to contribute to the preservation of local cultural identity
and to contribute on long-term to the sustainable development of villages by practicing this
form of niche tourism.

RESEARCH RESULTS
Rural tourism, includes agrotourism, which is an alternative activity producing
additional income on the farm, operates with the following ingredients: (Figure 1)

*quietness specific to rural area

sthe appreciation of rural customs and traditions

*participation to the community festivals (prayer, harvest day, fairs)

sparticipation to rural activities (tight hay. pumpkin, fruit)

*parucipathon in cmkmg competitions, ShCC[) measurcment

*preparing food or obtaining traditional products

*learning for crochet and tissue

ffeeee

*highlighting rural life. art. cultare and heritage

*knowledge of local cultural identity

sreporting to the natural and heritage resources of rural communities

Figure 1. The main ingredients of rural tourism

Rural tourism is seen as a form of educational tourism at the farm, country or
village, it is less attractive than the adventure tourism, being an attempt to stop the
destruction of existing resources in the rural area and to contribute to the sustainable
development of rural area, preserving the authenticity and cultural identity of some
regions, through educational actions undertaken. Rural tourism activities have an
educational character and are addressed to all age groups, especially those who are eager to
learn and train in the field of countryside, and they can be classified as follows:

o rural tourist activities direct educational,

e educational rural tourist activities related to the materials studied at the

gymnasium, high school, college;

e educational rural tourist activities with recreational purpose.

Among the rural educational activities that can be implemented on the farm, we can
mention the following:

» for middle school children: making field flower arrangements, identifying
plant and livestock species on the farm, tasting farm products, animal care,
equitation activities;

» for specialized high school students: participation in animal welfare and
animal identification activities, learning of the principles of operation of
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agricultural and zootechnic equipment, grafting of fruit trees, feeding of
animals;

» for the students from the faculties: milking the cows, acquiring the
technological process of milk processing, obtaining the compotes, farm
management;

Among the rural tourism activities related to the subjects studied in the school can
be acquired the following:

o for middle school children learning plant parts, vegetation period, breeding mode,
crop technology, yields from each species of livestock and their measurement;

o for specialized high school students: knowledge of breeds, hybrids of animals
according to production specialization, knowledge of exploitation technology, ways of
capitalizing of production;

o for students from the faculties: determination of soil quality, of Ph, calculation of
fertilizer quantities, acquisition of crop technologies, determination of age of animals,
identification of colors of animals, organization of production, calculation of feed ratios
according to the raw materials from the stock, gestation control, some sanitary-veterinary
activities.

Among the fun-recreational rural tourism activities we recommend the following
according to age:

o for middle school children: hiking in nature or in the specially arranged alleys of

the farm, collecting with your hands aromatic herbs, medicinal fruits, vegetables,

rides with horses, reads with sleigh in winter, observing the wildlife species;

e for high school students: hiking among cereal crops and technical plants,

participation in the preparation and tasting of fruit juices, participation in mowing

competitions, hay loading, weaving, sewing, firing in pumpkins, potatoes;

o for students: walking and caring for your favorite animal, feeding animals,

walking through maize, sunflower labyrinth, participating in honey bee harvesting,

assisting in measuring sheep, visiting archaeological sites or haunted farms,
participating in contests to gather pumpkins;

e for adults from all social category: participation in fairs and festivals, wine

production, participation in seating, learning of vegetable art, braiding, making clay,

wood objects, fruits harvesting, harvest day, participation in cooking competitions,
because in rural area culinary heritage can be identified and appropriated according
to the following criteria:

¢ identified with the community as emblem food, buffalo calf;

e nominated for the lifestyle and the type of farm as classy food, sheep pastry, pork

ham, cake with crumble;

e food sign of communication of which are communicated information at the time

of consumption, rape honey, rabbit jelly, cabbage pie;

o foods with symbolic prestige, as a symbolic element, trout in fir tree, bark cheese

in tree shell.

The fun rural tourism is meant to increase the attractiveness of the farm,
contributing to the recreation and education of the visitors, when the farmer manages the
events and uses the entire local cultural heritage of the farm setting up:

- historical gardens where they cultivate rare plants and offer them for study and

purchase (chickpeas, lentils, mint, thyme);

- organizes festivals (variegated tulip, pumpkin, lynx);

- arranges roads and labyrinths among the grain fields for visitors;

- organizes seating where farm specific jobs are associated with fun moments;

- to establish places for sale of the products gathered by tourists;
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- to arrange mini-bars where from picked fruit can be obtained fresh juices or taste

wine and must;

- picnic spots.

By implementing these educational activities, the aim is to promote rural tourism
farms and their products and to educate all visitors in order to preserve the local cultural
heritage, to know the archaic technologies of raw materials production and processing.

CONCLUSIONS

Educational rural tourism at the farm can be an economically and socially strategy
worthwhile to be taken in consideration, which to contribute to highlighting the life, art,
culture and rural heritage of preserving the area’s authenticity and sustainable development
by generating income.

Educational rural tourism with the educational valences of this type of rural tourism
related to the planning of the visit or leisure stay at the farm, according to the age category,
can contribute to increasing tourist flows, educating young people by learning the
theoretical knowledge necessary for the cultivation of vegetables, fodder plants, cereals
and animal husbandry, the development of culinary programs, the improvement of dietary
habits, the motivation of farmers in order to produce better products, the transformation of
isolated rural areas into lively and fun places where reinventing seating, field activities,
traditions of wood, clay, agricultural crafts and other fun activities.
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