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Abstract: The purpose of this paper was to analyze the elaboration of informative
structures on three conceptual directions of organic food management, namely: their
consumption, international trade and ecological markets. This paper highlighted the
anticipation of management and marketing strategies along the technological food flow, of
policies and guidelines for initiation and economic, logistic and financial support of
organic farming. It also highlights the evolution of ecological management is underlined in
the food domain between current trends and prospects for the future.
Organic farming is a sustainable alternative to economic development, an educational
option in the field of biodiversity conservation and a guarantee of protection and
optimization unspoiled natural resources for the next generations.
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INTRODUCTION
Sustainable development is the new approach recommended by specialists and

researchers in the field, for interrelation of production agri-food supply with the non-
renewable resource bio-conservation and with environmental protection and in order to
convey this current need, farmers have to take into account the influences that specific
agricultural activities will have on the environment, respectively the environmental impact
of the systems used. Against this background, farmers, consumers, but also political
decision-makers have expressed their concern for agriculture ecological, which is proving
to be a favorable opportunity to reconcile human society with nature.

The relationship between AGRICULTURE – HEALTH - FOOD is becoming more
and more evident, because largely "civilization diseases" are attributed to a qualitatively
inadequate diet, due to the excess use of chemistry in intensive technologies and as such
the bio market. Is more and more sought after and appreciated [3].

Although there are shady and hesitant steps in the development of organic farming
in Romania, and of course, one can not speak of a autochthonous market of organic
products, yet the management of organic food is encouraging and has experienced dynamic
progress in the last period. A key condition for the development of organic food products is
primarily the development of organic farming as a premise for further actions to promote
the concept of organic farming to inform and "educate" consumers about the significance
of organic food from life quality and human health.

The transition from conventional agriculture to organic farming is gradually taking
place so that economic structures do not feel the effects of productivity decrease, and
producers will have confidence in ecological systems. This transition is achieved by
observing the conversion period, which in plant production has a duration of 2 years for
annual crops and 3 years for perennial crops [2].

Academician Alexandru T. Bogdan appreciated that "Romania must become a
green power" [1]."Romania has this chance, and its potential is confirmed by extremely
serious studies. However, this potential will only remain at the level of education if it is not
frustrated if we do not understand that we need to prepare for a future economy. It is
unacceptable that Romania imports over 70% of the food this time, it is inadmissible that
millions of hectares of land are left uncultivated or that we are only talking about "the
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former grain of Europe". Romania has the potential and must become a green food power
for many centuries to come. To that end, we will have to work together on the intellectual
potential, the human potential we have and, obviously, the political decision-makers who
have the duty to support a new direction of development. Exiting the crisis should mark the
move to a new sustainable social market economy, a smarter and greener economy, where
our prosperity is due to innovation, a good use of resources, and where knowledge is a key
factor. These are, moreover, the underlying principles of the EU 2020 Strategy, whereby
the European Union aims to accelerate the evolution towards a knowledge-based economy
but an environmentally friendly economy” [1].

The justification of the approach to the study and analysis of organic food
management consists of several orientations, namely, the advertising of the world research
theme, the dynamic evolution and the complexity of the studied scientific base, the
analytical trends which have led to numerous discussions and controversial subjects, did
not generate a unanimous agreement at all economic and social levels. It is also important
to emphasize the derived economic implications, ie the importance increasingly given by
the managers of the units operating in organic farming.
The role of the organic farming system is to obtain cleaner and healthier food, more
adapted to the metabolism of the human body, but not neglected, in a harmony and steady
balance with the preservation and optimization of the environment in respect of nature and
its laws. One of the main objectives of organic farming is to produce tasty, quality,
authentic and attractive food.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
The methodology approached in this paper consisted of complex synthesis,

theoretical research and comparative analysis on the evolution of organic food products
both in Romania and in the world. In order to achieve this, specialized studies and books
were used, statistical data and current information aimed at presenting basic concepts,
identifying current trends and tracing future perspectives on the role and importance of
organic food management.

RESEARCH RESULTS
Organic farming is made, more or less officially, on all continents, with the

exception of Antarctica, each country having at least one agroecological association, one or
more organizations for the certification of activities and organic food, of course, several
farms and farms companies for processing and capitalizing on agricultural and organic
food products.The last "census" conducted by FIBL/Switzerland in 2004 shows that
"worldwide, cultivates agroecologically system around 25 million hectares, of which
41.8% are in Oceania, 24.2% in Latin America, 23.1% in Europe, 5.9% in North America,
3.7% in Asia and 1.3% in Africa. As for the number of ecologic farms (organic, biological)
in the world, about 500,000 certified ecologic farms (organic, biological) of which 37.7%
in Europe, 30.9% in Latin America, 15.4% in Africa, 13.3% in Asia, 2.3% in North
America and Asia 0.5% in Oceania. Also, the largest market for organic food products
(organic, biological) are in North America (51%) and Europe (46%). Compared to the
market conventional agri-food, trade in agricultural products and organic food is, however
insignificant (0.4 - 3.5% of total sales) [4].

The world market for organic products rose in 2012 to 70 billion dollars, while the
areas cultivated in the ecological system doubled in the last 10 years. The largest producers
are the USA, Germany and France, while Swiss are the largest consumers, according to a
report by the International Federation of Organic Farming Movements (IFOAM). In the
last decade, the number of countries that provided data on practicing Certified organic
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farming has grown from 86 countries registered in 2000 to 162 countries at present. The
IFOAM study shows that there are 37.2 million hectares of ecologically cultivated land
globally, twice as much as in 1999 when only 11 million hectares were recorded [5].

In the top countries with the largest areas grown in the organic system, first places
are occupied by Australia, with 12 million hectares, followed by Argentina (3.8 million ha)
and the United States (1.9 million ha). Countries with an organic farming area of more than
5% of the total are the Falkland Islands (35.9%), Liechtenstein (29.3%) and Austria
(19.7%). The United States ranks first in organic food trade, with annual sales of $ 30
billion, followed by Germany with $ 9.2 billion and France with $ 5.2 billion. Basically,
world trade in organic products is dominated by 65% of three countries. This is also due to
the large population of the two continents and the above average purchasing power of its
inhabitants [5].

The proportion changes when we talk about the consumption of organic products
per capita. If the US consumption is $ 9 per capita, the people who buy most organic
products come from Switzerland ($ 250 per capita), Denmark ($ 226 per capita) and
Luxembourg ($ 186 per capita) Of inhabitants) [5].

Romania has a relatively new history in the organic products market, but the
growth of operators enrolled in the system is spectacular. Their number increased from
2000 operators in 2008 to almost 26,000 in 2012, this being possible thanks to subsidies
granted by the Romanian state. Most manufacturers export their raw material production
due to lack of processing points. Exports of organic products in 2012 were 200 million
euros and the consumer market is estimated at 80 million euros. In terms of per capita
consumption, it is the smallest in Europe, with € 1.2 per capita. At present, only 2% of
Romania's agricultural area is cultivated in a certified ecological system. IFOAM brings
together 750 organizations from 116 countries. The goal of the association is to promote
and represent at the highest level the principles of organic farming [5].

Table 1
Dynamics of operators and areas in organic farming

Indicator 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Number of operators certified in
organic farming 3155 9703 15544 15194 14470 12231
Total area in organic farming (ha) 182706 229946 288261 301148 289251,79 245923,9
Cereals (ha) 72297,8 79167 105149 109105 102531,47 81439,5
Dried legumes and protein crops for
the production of grain (including
seeds and mixtures of cereals and
legumes) (ha ) 5560,22 3147,36 2764,04 2397,34 2314,43 1834,352
Tuberculous and root plants total
(ha) 504,36 1074,98 1124,92 740,75 626,99 667,554
Industrial cultures (ha) 47815,1 47879,7 44788,7 51770,8 54145,17 52583,11
Green harvested plants (ha) 10325,4 4788,49 11082,9 13184,1 13493,53 13636,48
Other crops on arable land (ha) 579,61 851,44 27,77 263,95 29,87 356,22
Legumes (ha) 734,32 914,08 896,32 1067,67 1928,36 1210,08
Permanent crops (ha) orchards vine 3093,04 4166,62 7781,33 9400,31 9438,53 11117,26
Permanent crops (ha) pastures and
meadow 31579,1 78197,5 105836 103702 95684,78 75853,57
Uncultivated land (ha) 10216,8 9758,55 8810,73 9516,33 9058,66 7225,852

Source: MADR, 2016 [5]
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CONCLUSIONS

Organic farming is nowadays a contemporary activity, based on scientific
information that develops a new vision of life, work and agriculture, with efficient results
and can guarantee products in line with the growing standards of consumers. We have
identified the elements that make optimization of organic food management possible in
order to achieve considerable incomes and high economic efficiency. It has been noticed,
however, that organic food is more expensive than conventional food because it involves
more human and financial resources to obtain it, the production is very small and its
certification is an expensive process.

The key vulnerable point of organic food industry management is in contemporary
society consumer, the processing, packaging and marketing of organic food. This
inconvenience of the evolution of the organic food industry is mainly generated by the high
costs of industrial technologies and packaging corresponding to the standards of organic
farming. Therefore, Romania faces a substantial deficit of processors oriented towards
organic food field, and what is regrettable is that our country exports considerable
quantities of ecological raw materials and then imports them into organic food products.
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